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$-178723 |  June 20, 1973 -

Tri-State Hotor Transit Co, |
Pe 0. Box 113
Joplin, Missouri 64801

Attentions E, B, Gordon
Sre Vice President, Traffic

Geantlament
Subjects Your Voucher No, 72-053

In your letter of Pebruary 26, 1973, with enclosurss, to our
Trangportetion and Claims Division, you request review of the
Division's action in returning to you your voucher No, 72-053 for
$1,725,60 because the 3-year statute of limitutions fn section 322
of the Transportation Act of 1940, as amended, 49 U,5,C.A, 66
(section 322), precluded tha Division from coasidering it, In a
letter deted January 12, 1973, to your coupany, the Division affirmed
that action,
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Vouchar No, 722033 is a claim for freipht charges for transporting
a shipuent of high axplosives from Savunua Awmy Depot, Illinois, te
Forf. Wolters, Texas, under Covernment bil! of lading No, E«7094398,
issuad April 30, 1968. The oxiginal Governmeant bill of lading
apparently is lost and your voucher i{s supnorted by a Cartificats
an Lieu of lLowt Covernment Bill of Lading (CiL),

The CIL was ifssusd by the Department . the Army on June 235,
1971, The Certificate of Consignee on the CIL shows that the
ghipwent was dalivered at destination May 2, 1968, and the CIL's
Certificate And Waivoer Dy Transportation Cocpany was signed on
behalf of your company on Janvary 13, 1972, You sant the voucher
with its supporting pupers to tho Departmant of the Army which '
forwarded it here where it was received January 31, 1972,

Moxre than 3 years had elapsed since May 2, 1968, when the s .
shipment was delivered at destination, and the Division returned tha
bill and supporting papers to you because under section 322 it wus '
precluded from conasidering the clain for fxeight charges ropresented -
by your voucher, .
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You describe in detail your company's atforts to locate the
origioal bill of ladivg and the edministrative dalay sncountered in
having the Departmant of thes Axmy L{ssue su appropriate CIL; you
beliava this to ba an inatance in which you axerted every effort to
psrfact your cladm and that under 5 GAD 6024,10 the Comptrollar
Cenersl can grant an axecption so that tha Division tan consider
your c¢laim,

faction 6024,10 of the GAD Henual concearns statutory limitatious
on £filing court euits involving transportation chavges and is nrt
saterial hare, Howaver, the naxt sectiom, 6025.,10, reads:

6025,10 THREE~YEAR STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS, Bece
tion 66 of title 49 U,8.,C., as ananded by P,L, 85=762,
approved August 26, 1958, impose; & J-yesar limita-
tion on the £iling of claima cognisable by the
General Accounting Office when sych claims involve
charges for transportation withiu the purview of
that saction, Claims in this catepory are those
vhich i{nvolva transportation charges basad upon
taxiffs lawfully on file with ths Interstatas
Commnerce Cosmnlssion and tha Clvil Aeronautics

Puard or which involve rates, £sres, and charges
ast.blished pursuant to section 22 of the Intere
.atate Comnerce Act, 49 U,8,C, 22, The filing of

a clnin with some other agency of the Covernment
will ot meet the requirements of this statute;

the claim must ba receivad {n the Censral Accounte
fng Otice within 3 years aftex the data such claim
fivst accrued, '

We enclose a copy of our decision of Octoher 8, 1971, B=173122,
51 Comp, Gen., 201, in a similar rease of sduinistrative delay, which
outlines in detail the xcasons vhy we cavmot consider your claim,

Wa apprec.ate your viaw that you have axsrted every effort under
advarse conditions to combat the adminiggrativa delay while ths CIL .
wvas being processed by ths Department of the Army, HHcwever, we hava
thoroughly ravicwed the record in this cleim and conclude that our -
Transportation and Claims Division in mdvising you that your elaim v
is barred and cannot be considared hare made the only proper dispoe
gition of the claim under the applicable law and regulations, Its
action {s accordingly sustained,
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Wa are returning the woucher and supporting papers which you
enclosad with your letter, ' |

. . _ llneor.iy‘youti,

"PAUL G. DEMBLING

tro.ler General
of tha United States






